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fobile Library Project

| am delighted that permission has been given by the Department of Trade and
Inclustry (ITAC) for the imporiation of the mobile ibraries that have beean reqdy for
dalivery for some time, as well as for the importation of additional mobile libraries.
This permission will enable Sapesi South Africa and the Department of Education fo
proceed with the delivery of 100 mobile libraries.

| balieve that the Mobile Library project has assisted children in remote and rural
schools to develop their interest in reading and fo Gster d cantinued commiiment to
auality learning and teaching In these schoaols. | am grafeful to you, to the lapanese
Embassy in South Africa and 1o the SPID for supporting this valuabie project. Iiis the
infention of my Government that every school child shauld have access 10 o wel
aquipped library and schools are now being puilt that will have a lilorary. However,
while this is being implemented, it is essential that children be encourgged 1o
engage in and enjoy reading and writing.
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Tie 21 mobile libraries that are currently in operation are already making
Aiffarence in rural schools. | am sure that e addifional libraries that will be delivered
over the next Hiree yaars will enable many more children to enjoy reading and
become literate and educalied adulfs.

‘n orcer for this projact to bhe implemented fully (that the full 100 mebie librades are
dsiivered) | am pleased that Sapesi-Japan has underiaken 16 raise funding for 50
smobile Liorares by 2009-2011, and a further 50 Mobile Libraries by 201 2-7014 subject
te o review after the 2009 — 2011 delivery. These librares will be delivered by Sapesi-
Japan to provincigl Education Departments with the support of Sapesi -South Afrca
+o acldress ol the import procedures.

As mainienance of e libraries was a major concern of the Department of Trade
cincl industry and of my Department, | encourage Sapesi - South Africa to work
closely with the Department of Education and Provincicl Education Depariments to
honour the Sapesi commitment Te coordinate the maintenance of the vehicles with
japanese vehicle manutacturers.| would also encourags Sapesi Scuth Africa to
work closely with my Depariment fo share best pfactice procedures among fhe
mMuobiie tibrary operators. .

Thank vou dgein for your support to education and development in South Africa,

Y oUrs sincarsly
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